PORTFOLIO REVIEWING TIMES AND DEADLINES
A portfolio is not required for entry into the School of Art. Portfolio reviews are for current art majors who have completed the Studio Foundations coursework and are seeking a BFA (Bachelor of Fine Arts) degree in one of the following concentrations:  
Animation, Art Education, New Media and Design, Painting, Photography, Printmaking & Drawing, or Sculpture & Ceramics.

FIRST YEAR & TRADITIONAL STUDENTS
All art majors begin on the BA (Bachelor of Arts) degree track.  However, after completion of all foundation classes and before earning a total of 28 credit hours in ART or ARE classes, students may seek entry into the BFA program with a portfolio of 16 artworks and a completed application form.
Traditional students are encouraged to apply in their third semester at UNCG.  Once the 28-credit hour threshold is passed, the student will forfeit their ability to apply for the BFA program. Students who fail the portfolio review may reapply in the following semester. Students may reapply once.

TRANSFER STUDENTS
Transfer students are encouraged to apply as soon as they have fulfilled BFA portfolio requirements. Transfer students must complete the UNCG Studio Foundation coursework or be enrolled in the final Foundations classes when applying to enter the BFA degree program. Incoming transfer students who are already above the 28-credit limit in ART or ARE courses must meet with the School of Art Director to discuss the best plan for application.

Students who wish to remain in the BA Studio Art major may continue without a portfolio review. Requirements for the BA in Studio Art are available in the University Bulletin.




PORTFOLIO & APPLICATION GUIDELINES
The BFA Program is designed for students who are serious about pursuing careers as professional artists. The BFA is a pre-professional degree leading to the MFA degree or directly to a career in the Fine Arts.  Admittance to the BFA program in the areas of Animation, Art Education, New Media & Design, Painting, Photography, Printmaking & Drawing, or Sculpture & Ceramics is contingent upon completion of Foundation classes and successful portfolio review of student artwork by a rotating committee of School of Art faculty.			
BFA Application Form(download PDF)

BFA APPLICATION RULES AND PROCEDURES
	The BFA Degree Program in the School of Art at UNCG is restricted to students who have been admitted by portfolio review. Portfolio reviews occur early in both fall and spring terms.  Ideally, interested art majors should apply at the start of their third semester following two semesters of Foundations coursework or as an incoming transfer student from an AFA Program.

Please account for the following areas of information in your application: 

Section A:  	Personal Information:  Name, ID#, and UNCG email address

Section B: 	1	Applying to the BFA Program means selecting a single area of 
studio concentration.  Please note that choosing a concentration does not preclude you from taking classes in other areas as electives.  Requirements for each major can be found in the University Catalog.
Please choose one of the following: Animation, Art Education, New Media & Design, Painting, Photography, Printmaking & Drawing, Sculpture & Ceramics.
2	Statement of Intent:   In less than 300 words, please provide a written statement explaining your intentions for entering a BFA concentration and how this degree will contribute to your creative goals.
	Also in this area, paste the URL link to your GoogleSlide portfolio.


Section C:	 Application History:  Let reviewers know if this is your first time applying or if you are reapplying for a second time.

Section D:	Foundation Art & Art History Courses Completed or in Progress:  
Please double-check your records and mark off each class that you have completed.  Remember, to apply to the BFA, you must have completed or be currently enrolled in the last round of the required foundations classes.
Additionally, you must apply to the BFA before earning a total of 28 credit hours in studio classes.

Section E:  	Transfer Students Only:  If you are a transfer student, please let the committee know what institution(s) you have attended previously and, importantly, list all the studio classes you have completed that correspond to the required UNCG School of Art Foundation classes listed in Section E.

Section F:  	Additional Coursework & Experience:  Use this section to list any other art or art history classes you have taken to give reviewers a fuller sense of your experience.  Be watchful of the total number of credits earned for studio classes as they should not total more than 28 credit hours.

Section G:	Portfolio Content Checklist:
1 Follow this checklist to organize your visual portfolio.  You are
asked very specifically for examples from each of the foundation studios you have completed and to create a Google Slide show in the order prescribed.  With (16) images total, your portfolio should include four examples each from Drawing, 2-D Design, and 3-D Design with an additional (4) slides to show further foundations work, projects from other studio classes, and/or independently made artworks.

2  	Portfolio Guidelines:  The portfolio is a Google Slide show comprised of a selection of your best artworks made during the Foundations Year and the summer or winter break leading up to the review.  You should select work to highlight your best efforts, greatest technical abilities, material understanding, and overall studio proficiencies.  
· Drawing: Demonstrate the ability to translate the 3-D world into 2-D pictorial space via competence in proportion, value, line, shape and composition

· 2-D: Display understanding, through a range of media, of design elements in service of 2-D compositions

· 3-D: Evidence understanding for three-dimensional concepts of form, space, gravity and structure

IMAGE PORTFOLIO GUIDELINES
Use Google Slides to organize and present all your artwork including photos, animations, and videos.  Artwork should be recent and represent projects made at UNCG or an AFA Transfer Institution; please, no high school projects.
· Please title your slide presentation as follows: Last Name, First Name_semester/year
· Use only “BLANK” slide templates when assembling your portfolio. (No decorative borders, please).  Providing high-quality images of your selected artwork along with proper formatting is crucial. As you photograph your artwork, take time to arrange good lighting and clean backgrounds and crop your images before adding to your slideshow.
· For videos, use YouTube embeds or upload directly from your Google Drive, otherwise they may not play.
Each slide should contain the following information:  

· Your Name, Class Name and Instructor, Title (or project), date completed, materials used, and overall dimensions.  For example: Jane Smith, Drawing 2 w/Professor Einstein, “Still Life with Ukelele”, 2025, charcoal and graphite on paper, 22” x 30”

· Where applicable, a brief (2 - 3 sentences) explanation of the project’s goals or concept to provide background for the reviewers is appreciated.

· One image/slide per work, please.  A detail image may be included, if necessary, but on a single slide.  Maximize your image so that your artwork is the main event and is easy to see!

All slideshows must be submitted through Canvas.
No separate emails, links, etc. will be accepted.


Slideshow Checklist
Submit (16) slides total in the following order:
1. ART 120: Fundamentals of Drawing
2. ART 120: Fundamentals of Drawing
3. ART 220: Intermediate Drawing
4. ART 220: Intermediate Drawing
5. ART 140: Foundation in New Media and Design I
6. ART 140: Foundation in New Media and Design I
7. ART 240: Foundation in New Media and Design II (or ART 285; ART 286; ARE 260)
8. ART 240: Foundation in New Media and Design II(or ART 285; ART 286; ARE 260)
9. ART 150: Three-Dimensional Foundations I
10. ART 150: Three-Dimensional Foundations I
11. ART 253: Three-Dimensional Foundations II (or ART 285; ART 286; ARE 260)
12. ART 253: Three-Dimensional Foundations II (or ART 285; ART 286; ARE 260)
13. Additional foundation examples or independent work
14. Additional foundation examples or independent work
15. Additional foundation examples or independent work
16. Additional foundation examples or independent work

Order of Operations:
1.  Prepare Your Image Files
· Create a Desktop FOLDER to compile all your various, potential BFA images.  Drop them in there for easy access when creating your slideshow of sixteen selected works.
· Take time to go through your archives to select your strongest independently made artwork and completed class projects. Carefully photograph or scan your artwork and compile pre-existing files.  2-D artworks should be photographed against a clean, well-lit surface and 3-D work may be shot in situ in the case of outdoor works or in the Sculpture office where lights and backdrops may be found.  Edit and crop your photographs where necessary and use Photoshop to set all images to 72 dpi and less than 5MB for best uploading.
· Gather relevant information about each work being presented including:  Class/instructor, Title (or project name), date completed, media, and dimensions.
2. Download and Complete the Application
· Download the BFA Application Form to your desktop and save it as: “Last Name, First Name, semester/year”
· Read carefully all instructions, review class completion checklist, and take time to compose your statement of intent.  This form is a rewritable PDF and allows you to enter information, check boxes, etc.  Remember to SAVE your application once it is completed.
3.   Make a Google Slide Presentation
1. Use Google Slides to create your image portfolio.  You'll create (16) slides total.
2. Slides should be formatted as "BLANK" meaning no decorations, colorful borders, etc.  Blank slides highlight your artwork and make the didactic information (below) easy to read.
· Didactics- each slide should contain the following information: Name, class/instructor, Title (or project name), date completed, media, and dimensions. (H x W for two-dimensional works and H x W x D for three-dimensional pieces.)
Where applicable, a brief (2 -3 sentences) explanation of the project’s goals or concept to provide background for the reviewers is appreciated.
· One image/slide per work, please. A secondary detail image may only be included if necessary and must be included on the same slide.
4.   Save and submit your application and Google Slide link.
Submit through Canvas as an Assignment for the Review Committee to access.

For questions regarding the portfolio review process, please contact:
Christopher Thomas
Foundations Coordinator
cmthoma3@uncg.edu
214C Gatewood


FAQs. 
Do I need to apply to the BFA?
Applying to the BFA degree path is an option, not mandatory.  As an art major on the BA degree path, you have plenty of options. However, the BFA requires more hours of studio coursework and is a pre-professional degree leading to the MFA degree or directly to a career in the Fine Arts.  

When am I supposed to apply?  
Traditional art majors will complete their Foundations courses over two semesters during their first year and should plan to apply to the BFA in their third semester.  Transfer students should apply as soon as all Foundations requirements are accounted for.
Application must be made before earning a total of 28 credit hours in studio classes.
Applications are accepted for review about a month into each semester.

How do I submit my application?
Candidates must email the Studio Foundations Coordinator to be added to the current Canvas ORG to access all application materials.  All portfolios and application forms are digital and submitted only through Canvas.  (No outside links, emails, etc.)

Can I use work made while I was enrolled at another school?
Yes.  Transfer students should plan to present comparable work made at previous institutions.  

What happens if I don’t get accepted?
Candidates may reapply once more the following semester if their application is not accepted.  Reviewers’ comments and suggestions will be conveyed to the student who is then asked to work with area faculty in the interim to improve their portfolio for reapplication.

Can I show videos?
Yes.  Google Slides accommodates various types of file uploads so examples of digital animation, video, and other media can, and should, be included.

How many artworks do I need in my portfolio?
A total of (16) slides showing (16) different artworks.






