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Run time: 
Approximately 2.5 hrs with a 15 min. intermission 

Age Rating: PG-13
Content Note: Gunshot, violence, and sexual imagery
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London, 1802

https://vpa.uncg.edu/theatre/productions/production-documents/sweeney-todd/


MUSICAL NUMBERS

Act 1
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My Friends.................................................................................................Sweeney	
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Johanna.......................................................................................................Anthony	
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Searching.............................................Sweeney, Mrs.Lovett, Beggar Woman,  
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ANTI-RACIST/BIAS STATEMENT
The School of Theatre acknowledges the mistakes we have 
made dealing with systemic racism, bias, and prejudice, 
much like the rest of America. We wholeheartedly believe 
in the following words of Ibram X. Kendi: “The opposite 
of racist isn’t ‘not racist.’ It is anti-racist.” To the School of 
Theatre, this means that we will educate our faculty, staff, and 
students about anti-racist practices. This looks like creating 
systemic change through workshops, continuing education, 
and professional development centered around anti-racist 
practices, theatrical intimacy, and bettering ourselves in 
service of our diverse and intersectional student body. This 
feels like educating and empowering our students, faculty, 
and staff to recognize and speak out against racism and 
damaging, outdated theatre practices. We are committed to 
this daily practice of unlearning, growth, and change.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

This production holds a special place in my heart. It marks my 
second time directing here at UNCG, and my second journey 
with Sweeney Todd—the first being an actor in the most recent 
Broadway revival. I vividly remember standing on that stage, 
imagining how thrilling it would be to one day explore this story 
with my future students in Greensboro. And thrilling it has been. 

Sweeney Todd is a demanding piece on many levels. The music 
is intricate, the themes are dark, and the characters are deeply 
complex. The challenge lies not only in the technical execution but 
in asking actors to uncover the humanity within characters who 
commit unspeakable acts. 

It’s tempting to paint Sweeney simply as a villain—but I believe 
that would be a disservice to the story. This musical is as much 
about revenge as it is about love; as much about fear as it is 
about justice. It’s a tale of obsession, of two people so consumed 
by their desires that they lose sight of everything else. Sweeney’s 
unwavering focus is driven by vengeance, yes, but mainly by the 
love he has for his wife and daughter. Mrs. Lovett, by contrast, is 
possessed by her passion for Sweeney—equally fierce, equally 
blinding. In many ways, she is the mastermind behind this tale, 
and he is its tragic heart. 

In today’s world, Sweeney Todd remains a vital piece of theatre—
one that invites us to examine how pain, injustice, and longing 
can distort the human spirit. We live in a time where people 
so easily dehumanize others and then look to the Heavens for 
their justification. We find ourselves captivated by stories like 
this—stories of violence, and moral ambiguity. What does it say 
about us that we empathize with a murderous barber and a pie-
maker with a twisted dream? Why are we drawn to narratives 
where justice and monstrosity blur? Perhaps it’s because, at its 
core, Sweeney Todd reflects the darkness we all carry, and the 
dangerous comfort we sometimes take in believing that our pain 
justifies our actions. It challenges us to confront not just what we 
fear in others, but what we might recognize in ourselves. 

Tug Watson, Director
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General School of Theatre Policies  

•	 NO RECORDING OF ANY KIND DURING THE PERFORMANCE. 
Recording distracts the performers and is strictly against industry 
practices for live performances. No photography, video, or audio 
recordings are permitted during the show. Anyone observed 
recording may have their access to the production revoked by house 
management.

•	 We accept cash, checks, Visa, and Mastercard as forms of payment.

•	 The College of Visual and Performing Arts does not allow ticket 
refunds.

•	 Late seating is at the discretion of House Management. Late patrons 
will be seated in the closest available seat for their safety.

•	 Patrons who arrive more than 20 min. late must wait until 
intermission to be seated. If the production does not have an 
intermission, they will not be admitted.

•	 Food and drink are not permitted in School of Theatre venues.

•	 Only service animals are permitted in School of Theatre venues. All 
other animals are not allowed to enter during performances.

•	 All guests must have a ticket for entry.

•	 Babies are only permitted at North Carolina Theatre for Young 
People productions.

•	 It is the sole responsibility of the parent or guardian to research and 
judge if the content of a performance is appropriate for their child’s 
age and level of maturity.

•	 Please take a moment to locate the nearest emergency exit to your 
seating area. In the unlikely event of an emergency, please remain 
calm and follow the instructions from the ushers (dressed in white 
and black with a name tag) and the house manager (dressed in all 
black with a name tag).



UNCG Theatre Box Office Info: 
Phone: 336-334-4392
Hours: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., 

Monday through Friday

Online Tickets: 
www.uncgtheatre.com

JOIN US FOR OUR UPCOMING 
PRODUCTIONS!

Rough Magic
By Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa

Dates: Oct. 31 - Nov. 2 

Discovering Blackness
By Sunflower B Rose

Dates: Nov. 21-23

BFA First-Year Showcase
Dates: Dec. 5-6


