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LEARN MORE

To view bios and headshots please visit:

HEADSHOTS & BIOS

or visit www.uncgtheatre.com and click on the link 
for “Bios and Headshots” in the “ReformED” section 

of the page.

Run time: 
Approximately 1.5 hours with a 10 min. intermission 

Age Rating: PG-13
Content Note: The tableaux suggest some violent imagery.

Setting:
Somewhere in the United States of America a year prior 

to a global pandemic, before things got really hard. 

https://vpa.uncg.edu/theatre/productions/production-documents/reformed/
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

Teachers are superheroes. Not like the Justice League fantasy 
icons who sit around large tables in the Hall of Justice, but 
more like the X-men, training within the Danger Room, facing 
overwhelming threats in order to protect a world who hates and 
fears them. While I can acknowledge that a corruptible few can 
commit harmful actions, I have witnessed many more that save 
lives on a daily basis, even in their first year of teaching. After 
twenty-five years in the classroom, I still believe that teaching is 
the noblest service that one can render to society. 

I also know first-hand that this honor comes at a cost. As a 
guiding patron to the next generation of teachers, I have always 
done my best to dissolve the fantasies about the profession as 
early as possible, and to honestly distill the more difficult realities 
these new teachers will face through the course of sustaining 
their careers and impacting the lives of others. Whether their 
contribution stays alive for decades or days, I remain in awe of 
people who humble their expectations for what they receive, and 
focus their efforts upon what they give. But, make no mistake, the 
system itself is built to take, and relies upon givers to function. As 
the play states, “it is working exactly as it was designed.” 

This play scares me. Because even as I know it represents a 
functional threat to the system, I also fear it may represent an 
existential threat to the very teacher training program from 
which I graduated, the very program I now have the honor to 
coordinate. I have read many plays that seek to embody teachers. 
Some deify them. Some crucify them. Peter Duffy’s play is the first 
I have ever read that really sees them...that leads us all to bear 
witness to the beating hearts that live within their superheroic 
X-factors.   

Others felt this way too. Our fear slowly began to catalyze into 
a promise, and then manifest into a resolve: to tell the terrifying 
truth to power, even if they may discard this truth as inconvenient.  
My hope is that our collaborative work on this version of this play 
will help foster a future where the play itself soon lives as a distant 
fiction. A world where teachers do not have to continually pay the 
cost, but where their honor and nobility are rewarded with every 
second they give. “I’m still clinging...still clinging to hope.”   

Thank you all for being part of that hope.

-Josh Purvis
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General School of Theatre Policies  

•	 NO RECORDING OF ANY KIND DURING THE PERFORMANCE. 
Recording distracts the performers and is strictly against industry 
practices for live performances. No photography, video, or audio 
recordings are permitted during the show. Anyone observed 
recording may have their access to the production revoked by house 
management.

•	 We accept cash, checks, Visa, and Mastercard as forms of payment.

•	 The College of Visual and Performing Arts does not allow ticket 
refunds.

•	 Late seating is at the discretion of House Management. Late patrons 
will be seated in the closest available seat for their safety.

•	 Patrons who arrive more than 20 min. late must wait until 
intermission to be seated. If the production does not have an 
intermission, they will not be admitted.

•	 Food and drink are not permitted in School of Theatre venues.

•	 Only service animals are permitted in School of Theatre venues. All 
other animals are not allowed to enter during performances.

•	 All guests must have a ticket for entry.

•	 Babies are only permitted at North Carolina Theatre for Young 
People productions.

•	 It is the sole responsibility of the parent or guardian to research and 
judge if the content of a performance is appropriate for their child’s 
age and level of maturity.

•	 Please take a moment to locate the nearest emergency exit to your 
seating area. In the unlikely event of an emergency, please remain 
calm and follow the instructions from the ushers (dressed in white 
and black with a name tag) and the house manager (dressed in all 
black with a name tag).



UNCG Theatre Box Office Info: 
Phone: 336-334-4392
Hours: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., 

Monday through Friday

Online Tickets: 
www.uncgtheatre.com

JOIN US FOR OUR UPCOMING 
PRODUCTIONS!

Sweeney Todd
The Demon Barber of Fleet Street

A Musical Thriller
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim

Book by Hugh Wheeler
From an Adaptation by Christopher Bond

Dates: Oct. 3-5

Rough Magic
By Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa

Dates: Oct. 31 - Nov. 2 

Discovering Blackness
By Sunflower B Rose

Dates: Nov. 21-23

BFA First-Year Showcase
Dates: Dec. 5-6



ANTI-RACIST/BIAS STATEMENT
The School of Theatre acknowledges the mistakes we have 
made dealing with systemic racism, bias, and prejudice, 
much like the rest of America. We wholeheartedly believe in 
the following words of Ibram X. Kendi: “The opposite of racist 
isn’t ‘not racist.’ It is anti-racist.” To the School of Theatre, 
this means that we will educate our faculty, staff, and 
students about anti-racist practices. This looks like creating 
systemic change through workshops, continuing education, 
and professional development centered around anti-racist 
practices, theatrical intimacy, and bettering ourselves in 
service of our diverse and intersectional student body. This 
feels like educating and empowering our students, faculty, 
and staff to recognize and speak out against racism and 
damaging, outdated theatre practices. We are committed to 
this daily practice of unlearning, growth, and change.


