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LEARN MORE

To view bios and headshots please visit:
HEADSHOTS & BIOS

or visit www.uncgtheatre.com and click on the link 
for “Bios and Headshots” in the “School Girls; or, The 

African Mean Girls Play” section of the page.

Run time: 
Approximately 85 minutes with no intermission 

Age Rating: PG-13
Content Note: This performance includes subject matter that 

may be challenging or upsetting for some audiences. The 
play addresses themes such as colorism, body-shaming, 
disordered eating, harmful beauty practices, racism, and 

abusive language. 

Setting:
Aburi Girls’ boarding school - located in the Aburi 

mountains in central Ghana. The year is 1986.

FRAME/WORKS

Please join us for a School Girls; or, The African Mean 
Girls Play Frame/Works discussion on Nov. 25 at 7:00 p.m. 
To attend in person, please visit room 130 in the Moore 
Nursing Building located at 318 McIver St.. in person or via 
Teams. Frame/Works is intended to share the contextual 
underpinnings of our theatrical productions – the how, the 
who, the what, the when and the why. Frame/Works brings to 
light the important conversations that are often had before, 
during, and after a piece of theatre is created and shared. 
Team meeting information will be shared with ticket buyers. 

https://vpa.uncg.edu/theatre/productions/production-documents/school-girls-bios-and-headshots/
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Costume Technology Supervisor..................................Tara Webb
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Audience Services Managers.....August Dence, Keiana Crews
Marketing & Public Relations Dir...................Brooklynn Levonas
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Theatre Management Practicum...................THR 493 Students



DIRECTOR’S NOTES

Welcome to School Girls; Or, The African Mean Girls Play. Jocelyn 
Bioh has crafted a story that is funny, fierce, and unflinchingly 
honest. Set in a Ghanaian boarding school in the 1980s, this play 
delves into the deeply embedded issue of colorism, centering 
on Paulina, a dark-skinned, talented, and popular student who 
dreams of representing her country in the Miss Ghana pageant. 
Her confidence and standing, however, are shaken by the arrival 
of Ericka, a new student whose light skin and long hair align 
with the Eurocentric beauty standards favored by the pageant 
recruiter. This struggle for acceptance is echoed in a subplot 
involving Nana, Ama, Mercy, and Gifty, the other members of 
Paulina’s established crew, each of whom grapples with her own 
insecurities and self-image in unique ways. 

As the director, I am inspired by how Bioh masterfully weaves 
humor and gravity together, using the familiar dynamics of high 
school drama to reveal the complex, painful layers of colorism, 
colonial beauty standards, and the quest for self-worth. The 
story shows the tender and turbulent journey of growing up—of 
grappling not only with peers but with societal forces that attempt 
to define who we are. 

With this production, I hope audiences are prompted to reflect 
on their own ideas of beauty and belonging while celebrating the 
strength, vulnerability, and complexity of these young women. 
Bioh’s characters remind us that the struggle for self-acceptance 
transcends culture and geography and that, ultimately, beauty 
can and should be redefined on our own terms. In this moment in 
history, it is more important than ever for women to unite in their 
pursuit of collective liberation for the betterment of our shared 
global future. 

Thank you for joining us on this journey, and I hope you enjoy the 
show! 

-Mya Brown
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Mrs. April Bunn Barry, Mr. Peter Bergstrom, 
Mrs. Liz Boardman, Mrs. Lisa S. Bohn, 

Dr. Linda Parrish Brady, Mr. Spann A. Brockmann, 
Mr. Mercer Bufter, Ms. Yasten Monique Burton,

Mrs. Carole Hampton Cotter, Mr. Jim Fisher, 
David G. Grapes, II, Ms. Meredith Graves, Dr. Hope Gruber, 

Dr. Robert Hansen, Mr. Charles G. Haslett, 
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Mrs. Terri Wilkins Relos, Mr. Joshua S. Ritter, 
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Should you wish to become a Theatre Angel, donate to 
the Seat Campaign, or donate to a School of Theatre 

scholarship, please call the UNCG Theatre Box Office from 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday at 336-334-
4392. For questions about the Theatre Angels membership 

program, please email Theatre Manager, Josh Ritter, at 
jsritter@uncg.edu.

Angels/Donor information is updated once at the beginning 
of each season. This usually happens in September. 

Theatre Angels, Seat Campaign, & Scholarship 
Donors 2023-2024

 

Updated: 10/26/2023 
(New Donor List Coming Soon!)



General School of Theatre Policies  
•	 There is a fee for exchanges unless patrons are current Member Angels or higher, a 

School of Theatre faculty member, or an undergraduate or graduate theatre major 
or minor.

•	 We only accept cash, checks, Visa, and Mastercard as forms of payment.

•	 We do not offer ticket refunds per CVPA policy except in rare extenuating 
circumstances.

•	 Late seating is at the discretion of House Management and may not be immediately 
available. Late patrons will be seated in the closest available seat for their safety.

 
•	 Patrons who arrive more than 30 min. late must wait until intermission to be seated. 

If the production does not have an intermission, they will not be admitted.

•	 The use of photographic, video, or audio recording devices of any kind is strictly 
prohibited during our productions. If a guest is found to be recording the 
performance or taking pictures during a production, ushers or the house manager 
will ask them to delete the content and stop immediately. If the guest does not 
comply, they will be asked to leave.

    
•	 Food and drink are not permitted in School of Theatre venues.
    
•	 Only service animals are permitted in School of Theatre venues. All other animals 

are not allowed to enter during performances.
    
•	 All guests must have a ticket for entry.
    
•	 Babies (0-12 months) are only permitted at North Carolina Theatre for Young 

People productions.
    
•	 We share some guidance with the public, but It is the sole responsibility of parents 

or guardians to research and judge if the content of a performance is appropriate 
for their child’s age and level of maturity.

•	 Please take a moment to locate the nearest emergency exit closest to your seating 
area. In the unlikely event of an emergency, please remain calm, and follow the 
instructions from the ushers (dressed in white and black with a name tag) and the 
house manager (dressed in all black with a name tag).

ANTI-RACIST/BIAS STATEMENT
The School of Theatre acknowledges the mistakes we have made dealing with systemic racism, 
bias, and prejudice, much like the rest of America. We wholeheartedly believe in the following 
words of Ibram X. Kendi: “The opposite of racist isn’t ‘not racist.’ It is anti-racist.” To the School of 
Theatre, this means that we will educate our faculty, staff, and students about anti-racist practices. 
This looks like creating systemic change through workshops, continuing education, and professional 
development centered around anti-racist practices, theatrical intimacy, and bettering ourselves in 
service of our diverse and intersectional student body. This feels like educating and empowering 
our students, faculty, and staff to recognize and speak out against racism and damaging, outdated 
theatre practices. We are committed to this daily practice of unlearning, growth, and change.



UNCG Theatre Box Office Info: 
Phone: 336-334-4392
Hours: 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., 

Monday through Friday

Online Tickets: 
www.uncgtheatre.com

JOIN US FOR OUR UPCOMING 
PRODUCTIONS!

BFA First-Year Showcase
Dates:

Dec. 6 at 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 7 at 7:30 p.m.


